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The use of sternocleidomastoid flap in tonsil neoplasms
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Abstract

Introduction: The palatine tonsil is one of the most common locations of oropharyngeal cancer. In
the early stages T1, T2 and selected cases T3 the transoral surgical approach is preferred.

Case presentation: We present the case of a 42 years old patient, who underwent the surgical
removal of malignant tumor located at the level of the right tonsil extended to the soft palate,
retromolar trigone and hypopharynx, through combined approach followed by modified radical neck
dissection. The postablative defect was reconstructed using a rotated musculo-cutaneous flap from
the sternocleidomastoid muscle located on the same side as the lesion.

Results: Postoperative controls performed at 1.2 and 3 months did not reveal signs of local
recurrence, and demonstrated the viability of the used flap.

Conclusions: Although contested in the literature, the SCM musculocutaneous flap is a viable and
easy method for the reconstruction of the medium-sized pharyngeal defects.
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